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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods for forming a semiconductor device and a FinFET
device are disclosed. A method comprises forming a dummy
gate electrode layer over a substrate, the dummy gate elec-
trode layer having a first height, forming a first etch stop layer
on the dummy gate electrode layer, forming a first hard mask
layer on the first etch stop layer, and patterning the first hard
mask layer. The method further comprises patterning the first
etch stop layer to align with the patterned first hard mask
layer, and patterning the gate electrode layer to form a dummy
gate electrode, the dummy gate electrode aligning with the
patterned first etch stop layer, wherein after the patterning the
gate electrode layer the first hard mask layer has a vertical
sidewall of a second height, the second height being less than
the first height, and the first hard mask layer having a rounded
top surface.

20 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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FINFETS AND METHODS FOR FORMING
THE SAME

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/790,742, filed on Mar. 8, 2013, entitled
“FinFETs and Methods for Forming the Same,” which appli-
cation is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Semiconductor devices are used in a large number of elec-
tronic devices, such as computers, cell phones, and others.
Semiconductor devices comprise integrated circuits that are
formed on semiconductor wafers by depositing many types of
thin films of material over the semiconductor wafers, and
patterning the thin films of material to form the integrated
circuits. Integrated circuits typically include field-effect tran-
sistors (FETs).

Conventionally, planar FETs have been used in integrated
circuits. However, with the ever increasing density and
decreasing footprint requirements of modern semiconductor
processing, planar FETs may generally incur problems when
reduced in size. Some of these problems include sub-thresh-
old swing degradation, significant drain induced barrier low-
ering (DIBL), fluctuation of device characteristics, and leak-
age. Fin field-effect transistors (FinFETs) have been studied
to overcome some of these problems.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present embodi-
ments, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to
the following descriptions taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is an example of a fin field-effect transistor (Fin-
FET) in a three-dimensional view;

FIGS.2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9A,9B,10A,10B,11A,11B, 12A,
and 12B are cross-sectional views of intermediate stages in
the manufacturing of a FinFET in accordance with an
embodiment; and

FIG. 13 is a process flow of the process shown in FIGS. 2
through 12B in accordance with an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The making and using of the present embodiments are
discussed in detail below. It should be appreciated, however,
that the present disclosure provides many applicable inven-
tive concepts that can be embodied in a wide variety of spe-
cific contexts. The specific embodiments discussed are
merely illustrative of specific ways to make and use the dis-
closed subject matter, and do not limit the scope of the dif-
ferent embodiments.

Fin Field-Effect Transistors (FinFETs) and methods of
forming the same are provided in accordance with various
embodiments. The intermediate stages of forming the Fin-
FETs are illustrated. Some variations of the embodiments are
discussed. Throughout the various views and illustrative
embodiments, like reference numbers are used to designate
like elements. Although method embodiments are discussed
in a particular order, various other method embodiments may
be performed in any logical order and may include fewer or
more steps described herein.
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FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a FinFET 10 in a three-
dimensional view. The FinFET 10 comprises a fin 22 on a
substrate 20. A gate dielectric 24 is along sidewalls and over
a top surface of the fin 22, and a gate electrode 26 is over the
gate dielectric 24. Source/drain regions 28 and 30 are dis-
posed in opposite sides of the fin 22 with respect to the gate
dielectric 24 and gate electrode 26. FIG. 1 further illustrates
reference cross-sections that are used in later figures. Cross-
section A-A is along a longitudinal axis of the fin 22 and in a
direction of, for example, a current flow between the source/
drain regions 28 and 30. Cross-section B-B is perpendicular
to cross-section A-A and is across a channel, gate dielectric
24, and gate electrode 26 of the FinFET 10.

FIGS. 2 through 12B are cross-sectional views of interme-
diate stages in the manufacturing of a FinFET in accordance
with an embodiment, and FIG. 13 is a process flow of the
process shown in FIGS. 2 through 12B. FIGS. 2 through 8
illustrate cross-section B-B illustrated in FIG. 1, except for
multiple FinFETs (see FIGS. 9A through 12B with four semi-
conductor fins 40 and each semiconductor fin 40 having four
gate electrodes over it). In FIGS. 9A through 12B, figures
ending with an “A” designation are illustrated along a similar
cross-section A-A, and figures ending with a “B” designation
are illustrated along a similar cross-section B-B.

FIG. 2 illustrates a substrate 40, which may be a part of a
wafer. Substrate 40 may comprise a semiconductor material
such as silicon, germanium, diamond, or the like. Alterna-
tively, compound materials such as silicon germanium, sili-
con carbide, gallium arsenic, indium arsenide, indium phos-
phide, silicon germanium carbide, gallium arsenic
phosphide, gallium indium phosphide, combinations of
these, and the like, may also be used. Additionally, the sub-
strate 40 may comprise a silicon-on-insulator (SOI) substrate.
Generally, an SOI substrate comprises a layer of a semicon-
ductor material such as epitaxial silicon, germanium, silicon
germanium, SOI, silicon germanium on insulator (SGOI), or
combinations thereof. The substrate 40 may be doped with a
p-type dopant, such as boron, aluminum, gallium, or the like,
although the substrate may alternatively be doped with an
n-type dopant, as is known in the art.

The substrate 40 may include active devices (not shown in
FIG. 2). As one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize, a
wide variety of devices such as transistors, capacitors, resis-
tors, combinations of these, and the like may be used to
generate the structural and functional requirements of the
design for the FinFET. The devices may be formed using any
suitable methods. Only a portion of the substrate 40 is illus-
trated in the figures, as this is sufficient to fully describe the
illustrative embodiments. In an exemplary embodiment the
substrate 40 may be a semiconductor fin (see FIGS. 1 and 10A
through 12B), and is referred to as semiconductor fin 40
hereinafter. In this embodiment, semiconductor fins may be
formed to extend from a substrate.

A dummy gate dielectric layer 42, a dummy gate electrode
layer 44, an etch stop layer (ESL) 46, a first hard mask layer
48, an anti-reflective deposition (ARD) layer 50, a second
hard mask layer 52, and a photoresist 54 are formed (step 200)
over the semiconductor fin 40. The dummy gate dielectric
layer 42 may be formed over the semiconductor fin 40 by
thermal oxidation, chemical vapor deposition (CVD), a spin-
on-glass process, sputtering, or any other methods known and
used in the art for forming a dummy gate dielectric. In some
embodiments, the dummy gate dielectric layer 42 may be
made of one or more suitable dielectric materials such as
silicon oxide, silicon nitride, low-k dielectrics such as carbon
doped oxides, extremely low-k dielectrics such as porous
carbon doped silicon dioxide, a polymer such as polyimide,
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the like, or a combination thereof. In other embodiments, the
dummy gate dielectric layer 42 includes dielectric materials
having a high dielectric constant (k value), for example,
greater than 3.9. The materials may include silicon nitrides,
oxynitrides, metal oxides such as HfO,, HfZrO, , HfSiO,,
HfTiO,, HfAlO,, the like, or combinations and multi-layers
thereof.

The dummy gate electrode layer 44 may be formed over the
dummy gate dielectric layer 42. The dummy gate electrode
layer 44 may comprise a conductive material and may be
selected from a group comprising polycrystalline-silicon
(poly-Si), poly-crystalline silicon-germanium (poly-SiGe),
metallic nitrides, metallic silicides, metallic oxides, and met-
als. The dummy gate electrode layer 44 may be deposited by
CVD, sputter deposition, or other techniques known and used
in the art for depositing conductive materials. The top surface
of'the dummy gate electrode layer 44 usually has a non-planar
top surface and may be planarized after it is deposited. In an
embodiment, the dummy gate electrode layer 44 may be
formed to have a thickness from about 50 nm to about 100 nm.

The ESL 46 may be deposited over the dummy gate dielec-
tric layer 44. The ESL. 46 may be made of one or more suitable
dielectric materials such as silicon oxide, silicon nitride,
low-k dielectrics such as carbon doped oxides, extremely
low-k dielectrics such as porous carbon doped silicon diox-
ide, a polymer such as polyimide, combinations of these, or
the like. The ESL 46 may be deposited through a process such
as CVD, or a spin-on-glass process, although any acceptable
process may be utilized to form the ESL 46 to a thickness
between about 20 A to about 80 A. In an embodiment, the
ESL 46 may be used as an etch stop layer and/or a chemical
mechanical polish (CMP) stop layer for subsequent pro-
cesses.

The first hard mask layer 48 may be formed over the ESL
46. The first hard mask layer 48 may be a masking material
such as silicon oxide, silicon nitride, the like, or a combina-
tion thereof and may be formed using a process such as CVD.
However, any other suitable hard mask material, such as
poly-silicon, and any other process of formation, such as
plasma enhanced CVD (PECVD), may alternatively be uti-
lized. In an embodiment the first hard mask layer 48 may be
formed to a thickness of between about 500 A and about 1000

The ARD layer 50 may be formed over the first hard mask
layer 48 and may be utilized for critical dimension control in
order to obtain and control the desired dimensions of the
patterning of the first hard mask layer 48 (not shown in FIG.
2 but illustrated and discussed below with respect to FIG. 5).
In an embodiment the ARD layer 50 may comprise amor-
phous carbon formed by a CVD process, although other suit-
able materials and methods of formation may alternatively be
utilized. The ARD layer 50 may be formed to a thickness of
between about 700 A and about 1500 A.

The second hard mask layer 52 may be a hard mask utilized
to help pattern the ARD layer 50, and may be a masking
material such as silicon oxynitride (SiON), although other
suitable materials, such as silicon oxide or silicon nitride,
may alternatively be utilized, and may be formed a process
such as CVD. However, any other suitable processes and
thicknesses may alternatively be utilized. In an embodiment
the second hard mask layer 52 may be formed to a thickness
of between about 150 A and about 300 A.

A photoresist 54 may be deposited and patterned over the
second hard mask layer 52. Although FIG. 2 illustrates four
separate sections of the first photoresist 54, there may be more
or less sections depending on the number of dummy gate
electrodes 60 (see FIG. 9A) that are desired. The photoresist
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54 may comprise a conventional photoresist material, such as
a deep ultra-violet (DUV) photoresist, and may be deposited
on the surface of the second hard mask layer 52, for example,
by using a spin-on process to place the photoresist 54. How-
ever, any other suitable material or method of forming or
placing the photoresist 54 may alternatively be utilized. Once
the photoresist 54 has been placed on second hard mask layer
52, the photoresist 54 may be exposed to energy, e.g. light,
through a patterned reticle in order to induce a reaction in
those portions of the photoresist 54 exposed to the energy.
The photoresist 54 may then be developed, and portions of the
photoresist 54 may be removed, exposing a surface of the
second hard mask layer 52.

After developing and removing a portion of the photoresist
54, an etch step is further performed into the second hard
mask layer 52 to remove the exposed portions, thereby pat-
terning the second hard mask layer 52 (step 202) as illustrated
in FIG. 3. The second hard mask layer 52 may be patterned by
a dry chemical etch with a plasma source and an etchant gas.
The plasma source may be an inductively coupled plasma
(ICR) etch, a transformer coupled plasma (TCP) etch, an
electron cyclotron resonance (ECR) etch, a reactive ion etch
(RIE), or the like. In an embodiment, the process for pattern-
ing the second hard mask layer 52 is performing a plasma etch
ata pressure in a range from about 3 mTorr to about 10 mTorr,
at a power in a range from about 300 watts to about 1000
watts, with an etching bias in range from about 50 volts to
about 500 volts, with a plasma flow including from about 10
standard cubic centimeters per minute (sccm) to about 100
sccm of CF,, and about 10 sccm to about 50 sccm of CHLF .

After the second hard mask layer 52 has been patterned, the
pattern may be transferred from the second hard mask layer
52 to the ARD layer 50 (step 204) as illustrated in FIG. 4. In
some embodiments, the patterning may be performed by a
dry, anisotropic etch. The ARD layer 50 may be patterned by
a dry chemical etch with a plasma source and an etchant gas.
The plasma source may be an ICP etch, a TCP etch, an ECR
etch, an RIE, or the like. In an embodiment, the process for
patterning the ARD layer 50 is performing a plasma etch at a
pressure in a range from about 5 mTorr to about 10 mTorr, at
apower in a range from about 500 watts to about 1500 watts,
with an etching bias in range from about 50 volts to about 400
volts, with a plasma flow including from about 50 sccm to
about 200 sccm of SO,, about 50 sccm to about 300 scem of
O,, and about 100 sccm to about 500 sccm of He.

After the ARD layer 50 has been patterned, the pattern may
be transferred from the ARD layer 50 to the first hard mask
layer 48 (step 206) as illustrated in FIG. 5. In some embodi-
ments, the patterning may be performed by a dry, anisotropic
etch. The first hard mask layer 48 may be patterned by a dry
chemical etch with a plasma source and an etchant gas. The
plasma source may be an ICP etch, a TCP etch, an ECR etch,
an RIE, or the like. In an embodiment, the process for pat-
terning the first hard mask layer 48 is performing a plasma
etch at a pressure in a range from about 3 mTorr to about 10
mTorr, at a power in a range from about 300 watts to about 800
watts, with an etching bias in range from about 200 volts to
about 700 volts, with a plasma flow including from about 50
sccm to about 200 scem of CF,, about 50 scem to about 200
sccm of CHF;, and about 100 sccm to about 400 sccm of Ar.

After the first hard mask layer 48 has been patterned, the
pattern may be transferred from the first hard mask layer 48 to
the ESL 46 (step 208) as illustrated in FIG. 6. In some
embodiments, the patterning may be performed by a dry,
anisotropic etch. The ESL 46 may be patterned by a dry
chemical etch with a plasma source and an etchant gas. The
plasma source may be an ICP etch, a TCP etch, an ECR etch,
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an RIE, or the like. In an embodiment, the process for pat-
terning the ESL 46 is performing a plasma etch at a pressure
in a range from about 5 mTorr to about 15 mTorr, at a power
in a range from about 500 watts to about 1500 watts, with an
etching bias in range from about 200 volts to about 600 volts,
with a plasma flow including from about 10 sccm to about 50
sccm of CF,, about 50 sccm to about 200 sccm of CHLF,/
CH,F;, and about 3 sccm to about 20 sccm of O,.

After the ESL 46 has been patterned, the patterned ARD
layer 50 may be removed exposing top surfaces 48A of the
first hard mask layer 48 (step 210) as illustrated in FIG. 7. In
some embodiments, the ARD layer 50 removal process may
be performed without exposure to an external environment
(also referred to as “in-situ”) between the patterning of the
ESL 46 and the ARD layer 50 removal to prevent defects from
forming on the patterned first hard mask layer 48 and the
patterned ESL 46. The ARD layer 50 may be removed by a
dry chemical etch with a plasma source and an etchant gas.
The plasma source may be an ICP etch, a TCP etch, an ECR
etch, an RIE, or the like. In an embodiment, the process for
removing the ARD layer 50 is performing a plasma etch at a
pressure in a range from about 5 mTorr to about 15 mTorr, at
a power in a range from about 300 watts to about 1000 watts,
with an etching bias in range from about 40 volts to about 200
volts, with a plasma flow including from about 50 sccm to
about 500 sccm of O,.

After the patterned ARD layer 50 has been removed, the
pattern may be transferred from the first hard mask layer 48
and the ESL 46 to the dummy gate electrode layer 44 and the
dummy gate dielectric layer 42 (step 212) as illustrated in
FIG. 8. In some embodiments, the dummy gate electrode
layer 44 and the dummy gate dielectric layer 42 patterning
process may be performed without exposure to an external
environment (“in-situ”) between the removal of the ARD
layer 50 and the patterning of the dummy gate electrode layer
44 and the dummy gate dielectric layer 42 prevent defects
from forming on the patterned first hard mask layer 48, the
patterned ESL 46, the patterned dummy gate electrode layer
44, and the patterned dummy gate dielectric layer 42. The
dummy gate electrode layer 44 and the dummy gate dielectric
layer 42 may be patterned by a dry chemical etch with a
plasma source and an etchant gas. The plasma source may be
an ICP etch, a TCP etch, an ECR etch, an RIE, or the like. In
an embodiment, the process for patterning the dummy gate
electrode layer 44 is performing a plasma etch at a pressure in
a range from about 2 mTorr to about 5 mTorr, at a power in a
range from about 300 watts to about 800 watts, with an
etching bias in range from about 50 volts to about 150 volts,
with a plasma flow including from about 20 sccm to about 200
sccm of HBr, and about 2 sccm to about 10 scem of O,. In
some embodiments, the etch process to pattern the dummy
gate electrode layer 44 and the dummy gate dielectric layer 42
may comprise an etch process being performed with an addi-
tional over-etch of about 10% to about 50% of the normal
etching time span.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, after the patterning of the dummy
gate electrode layer 44 and the dummy gate dielectric layer
42, the patterned first hard mask layer 48 has a vertical side-
wall 48B (meaning that sidewall 48B is substantially orthogo-
nal to the top surface of the semiconductor fin 40) with a
height H1 from about 25% to about 50% of the height H2 of
the dummy gate electrode 60. In some embodiments, the
height H1 of the vertical sidewall of the patterned first hard
mask layer 48 is from about 200 A to about 400 A and has a
rounded top surface 48A. This vertical sidewall 48B with the
height H1 in the aforementioned range provides an etching
margin to produce a dummy gate electrode 60 (see FIG. 9A)
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with a square top profile rather than a dummy gate electrode
with a rounded top profile as caused by a hard mask without
enough etching margin.

After the patterning of the dummy gate electrode layer 44
and the dummy gate dielectric layer 42, a wet clean process
may be performed (step 214) on that patterned first hard mask
layer 48, the patterned ESL 46, the patterned dummy gate
electrode layer 44, and the patterned dummy gate dielectric
layer 42. In an embodiment, the wet clean process may com-
prise a diluted hydrofluoric acid (DHF) treatment, an ammo-
nium peroxide mixture (APM), a sulfuric peroxide mixture
(SPM), hot deionized water (DI water), the like, or a combi-
nation thereof.

After the wet clean process, the firsthard mask layer 48 and
the ESL 46 may be removed exposing the top surfaces 60A of
the dummy gate electrode 60 (step 216) as illustrated in FIGS.
9A and 9B. The removal of the firsthard mask layer 48 and the
ESL 46 form the dummy gate electrodes 60 and the dummy
gate dielectric layers 58 from the dummy gate electrode layer
44 and dummy gate dielectric layer 42, respectively. The
dummy gates electrodes 60 have top surfaces 60A that are
substantially parallel to a top surface of the semiconductor fin
40 and sidewalls 60B that are substantially orthogonal to the
top surface the semiconductor fin 40. Further, the sidewalls
60B are substantially orthogonal to the top surfaces 60A
forming square (right angle) intersections between the side-
walls 60B and the top surfaces 60A.

As illustrated in FIG. 9B, the semiconductor fin 40 is the
portion of a semiconductor strip 38 that extends above a top
surface of a dielectric layer 39 between the semiconductor
strips 38. The dielectric layer 39 may be formed of silicon
oxide deposited by a high density plasma, for example,
although other dielectric materials formed according to vari-
ous techniques may also be used.

The patterning and etch steps described above may be
performed in an etching chamber. In some embodiments, the
etching chamber may be from Lam Research Corp., Applied
Materials, Hitachi-Hitech, Tokyo Electron Limited (TEL), or
the like. The chamber may have a chiller temperature in a
range from 20° C. to about 30° C. and a chamber wall tem-
perature in a range from about 50° C. to about 80° C. The
chamber may comprise an electronic static chuck tempera-
ture with a four-zone distribution in a range from about 40° C.
to about 80° C. However, as one of ordinary skill in the art
would understand, any suitable etching chamber vendor or
conditions may be used.

The first hard mask layer 48 and the ESL 46 may be
removed in a variety of ways. In one embodiment, a plasma
dry etch may be used to remove the first hard mask layer 48
and the ESL 46. In another embodiment, this is a multi-step
process with the first step involving a chemical mechanical
polishing (CMP), in which the first hard mask layer 48 and the
ESL 46 are reacted and then ground away using an abrasive.
This process may continue until the top surfaces 60A of the
dummy gate electrode 60 are exposed. The next step of
removing the first hard mask layer 48 and the ESL. 46 may be
performed by, for example, a wet etch process or a dry etch
process.

Gate spacers 62 may be formed on opposite sides of the
dummy gate electrodes 60 (step 218) as illustrated in FIGS.
10A and 10B. The gate spacers 62 are typically formed by
blanket depositing a spacer layer (not shown) on the previ-
ously formed structure. In an embodiment, the gate spacers 62
may include a spacer liner (not shown) comprising SiN, SiC,
SiGe, oxynitride, oxide, combinations thereof, or the like.
The spacer layer may comprise SiN, oxynitride, SiC, SiON,
oxide, combinations thereof, or the like and may be formed by
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methods utilized to form such a layer, such as CVD, plasma
enhanced CVD, sputter, and other methods known in the art.
The gate spacers 62 are then patterned, for example, by aniso-
tropically etching to remove the spacer layer from the hori-
zontal surfaces of the structure.

Source/drain regions 64 may be formed in the semiconduc-
tor fin 40 (step 220). The source/drain regions 64 may be
doped by performing an implanting process to implant appro-
priate dopants to complement the dopants in the semiconduc-
tor fin 40. In another embodiment, the source/drain regions 64
may be formed by forming recesses (not shown) in the semi-
conductor fin 40 and epitaxially growing material in the
recesses. The source/drain regions 64 may be doped either
through an implantation method as discussed above, or else
by in-situ doping as the material is grown.

In another embodiment, the source/drain regions 64 may
comprise a lightly doped region and a heavily doped region.
Inthis embodiment, before the gate spacers 62 are formed, the
source/drain regions 64 may be lightly doped. After the gate
spacers 62 are formed, the source/drain regions 64 may then
be heavily doped. This forms lightly doped regions and
heavily doped regions. The lightly doped regions are prima-
rily underneath the gate spacers 62 while the heavily doped
regions are outside of the gate spacers 62 along the semicon-
ductor fin 40.

After the formation of the source/drain regions 64, an ESL
66 and an interlayer dielectric (ILD) 68 may be formed over
the gate spacers 62, the dummy gate electrodes 60, source/
drain regions 64 and the semiconductor fin 40 (step 222) as
illustrated in FIGS. 10A and 10B. The ESL 66 may be con-
formally deposited over components on the semiconductor
fin 40. In an embodiment, the ESL. 66 may comprise SiN,
SiCN, SiON, the like, or a combination thereof and may be
formed by atomic layer deposition (ALD), molecular layer
deposition (MLD), a furnace process, CVD, PECVD, the
like, or a combination thereof.

Afterthe ESL 66 is formed, the ILD 68 may be formed over
the ESL 66. The ILD 68 may be conformally deposited over
the ESL 66. In an embodiment, the ILD 68 may comprise
Si0,, SiON, the like, or a combination thereof. The ILD 68
may be formed by CVD, ALD, PECVD, subatmospheric
CVD (SACVD), flowable CVD, a high density plasma
(HDP), a spin-on-dielectric process, the like, or a combina-
tion thereof.

The ILD 68 and the ESL 66 may be planarized to expose
top surfaces 60A of the dummy gate electrodes 60. In an
embodiment, the ILD 68 and the ESL 66 may be planarized
by using a CMP to remove portions of the ILD 68 and the ESL
66. In other embodiments, other planarization techniques
may be used, such as etching.

After the ILD 68 and the ESL 66 are planarized to expose
top surfaces 60A of the dummy gate eclectrodes 60, the
dummy gate electrodes 60 and the dummy gate dielectric
layers 58 may be removed (steps 224 and 226) as illustrated in
FIGS. 11A and 11B. The removal of the dummy gate elec-
trodes 60 and the dummy gate dielectric layers 58 may form
openings 70 over a channel region in the semiconductor fin
40. The dummy gate electrodes 60 and the dummy gate
dielectric layers 58 may be removed by an etch that is selec-
tive to the material of the dummy gate electrodes 60 and the
dummy gate dielectric layers 58. In an embodiment, the
dummy gate electrodes 60 and dummy gate dielectric layers
58 may be removed by an etch comprising NH,OH, tetram-
ethylammonium hydroxide (TMAH), NF,, SF, Cl,, HBr, the
like, or a combination thereof.

After the dummy gate electrodes 60 and dummy gate
dielectric layers 58 are removed, gate dielectric layers 80 and
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gate electrodes 82 are formed (steps 228 and 230) in the
openings 70 as illustrated in FIGS. 12A and 12B. The gate
dielectric layers 80 and the gate electrodes 82 may be formed
of similar materials and by similar processes as the dummy
gate dielectric layers 42 and dummy gate electrode layers 44
described in FIG. 2, and are not repeated herein. The semi-
conductor device may undergo further processing such as
formation of contacts to the gates electrodes 82 and the
source/drain regions 64.

It has been found that having a vertical sidewall 48B with
a height H1 from about 25% to about 50% of the dummy gate
electrode height H2 (see FIG. 8) provides an etching margin
to produce a dummy gate electrode 60 (see FIG. 9A) with a
square top profile. This square top profile of the dummy gate
electrode 60 prevents the necessity to over polish the dummy
gate electrode to remove ESL residue which may cause a
shortened gate height. Further, the square top profile may
provide a better structure for end-point detection of the pla-
narization of ILD 68 and the ESL 66.

According to an embodiment, a method of forming a semi-
conductor device comprises forming a dummy gate electrode
layer over a substrate, the dummy gate electrode layer having
a first height, forming a first etch stop layer on the dummy
gate electrode layer, forming a first hard mask layer on the
first etch stop layer, and patterning the first hard mask layer.
The method further comprises patterning the first etch stop
layer to align with the patterned first hard mask layer, and
patterning the gate electrode layer to form a dummy gate
electrode, the dummy gate electrode aligning with the pat-
terned first etch stop layer, wherein after the patterning the
gate electrode layer the first hard mask layer has a vertical
sidewall of a second height, the second height being less than
the first height, and the first hard mask layer having a rounded
top surface.

According to another embodiment, a method of forming a
FinFET device comprises forming a semiconductor fin over a
substrate, the semiconductor fin extending from a top surface
of'the substrate, forming a dummy gate dielectric layer on the
semiconductor fin, forming a dummy gate electrode layer on
the dummy gate dielectric layer, forming a first hard mask
layer over the dummy gate dielectric layer, and patterning the
first hard mask layer, the patterned hard mask layer having a
top surface parallel to a top surface of the semiconductor fin.
The method further comprises patterning the dummy gate
electrode layer forming a dummy gate electrode, the dummy
gate electrode being coterminous with the patterned hard
mask layer, wherein after the patterning the dummy gate
electrode, the first hard mask layer has a vertical sidewall
having a first height and a rounded top surface, and removing
the first hard mask layer to expose a top surface of the dummy
gate electrode, the exposed top surface of the dummy gate
electrode having a top surface parallel to the top surface of the
semiconductor fin.

According to a further embodiment, a method of forming a
replacement-gate FinFET device comprises forming a plural-
ity of dummy gate electrodes over a semiconductor fin, the
forming the plurality of dummy gate electrodes comprising
forming a dummy gate dielectric layer on the semiconductor
fin, forming a dummy gate electrode layer on the dummy gate
dielectric layer, the dummy gate electrode layer having a first
height, patterning a hard mask layer over the dummy gate
electrode layer, the patterned hard mask layer having a side-
wall of a second height, the second height being from about
25% to about 50% of the first height, the sidewall being
orthogonal to a top surface of the semiconductor fin, and
patterning the dummy gate electrode and dummy gate dielec-
tric layer, the patterned dummy gate electrode layer aligned
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with the patterned hard mask layer. The method further com-
prises forming gate spacers on opposites sides of the plurality
of dummy gate electrodes, forming source/drain regions in
the semiconductor fin, the source/drain regions being
between adjacent pairs of the dummy gate electrodes, and
conformally depositing an etch stop layer over the plurality of
dummy gate electrodes and respective gate spacers. The
method further comprises forming an interlayer dielectric on
the etch stop layer, removing the plurality of dummy gate
electrodes and the dummy gate dielectric layers, and forming
aplurality of active gate electrodes in the openings formed by
the removal of the plurality of dummy gate electrodes.

Although the present embodiments and their advantages
have been described in detail, it should be understood that
various changes, substitutions, and alterations can be made
herein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
disclosure as defined by the appended claims. Moreover, the
scope of the present application is not intended to be limited
to the particular embodiments of the process, machine, manu-
facture, composition of matter, means, methods, and steps
described in the specification. As one of ordinary skill in the
art will readily appreciate from the disclosure, processes,
machines, manufacture, compositions of matter, means,
methods, or steps, presently existing or later to be developed,
that perform substantially the same function or achieve sub-
stantially the same result as the corresponding embodiments
described herein may be utilized according to the present
disclosure. Accordingly, the appended claims are intended to
include within their scope such processes, machines, manu-
facture, compositions of matter, means, methods, or steps.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

forming a first gate electrode layer over a substrate, the first

gate electrode layer having a first height;

forming a first hard mask layer over the first gate electrode

layer; and

etching the first hard mask layer and the first gate electrode

layer to form a first gate electrode, the first gate electrode
aligning with the etched first hard mask layer, wherein
after the etching the first gate electrode layer, the first
hard mask layer has a vertical sidewall of a second
height, the second height being in a range from about
25% to about 50% of the first height.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the etching the first gate
electrode layer further comprises performing a plasma etch at
a pressure in a range from about 2 mTorr to about 5 mTorr, at
a power in a range from about 300 watts to about 800 watts,
with an etching bias in range from about 50 volts to about 150
volts, with a plasma flow including from about 20 sccm to
about 200 sccm of HBr, and about 2 sccm to about 10 sccm of
0,.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first gate electrode is
coterminous with the etched first hard mask layer.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the second height is in
a range from about 200 A to about 400 A.

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

forming an anti-reflective deposition (ARD) layer over the

first hard mask layer;

forming a second hard mask layer over the ARD layer;

forming and patterning a photoresist over the second hard

mask layer;

etching the second hard mask layer to align with the pat-

terned photoresist;

etching the ARD layer to align with the etched second hard

mask layer; and

after the etching the first hard mask layer, removing the

etched ARD layer.
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6. The method of claim 5, wherein the etching the second
hard mask layer further comprises performing a plasma etch
ata pressure in a range from about 3 mTorr to about 10 mTorr,
at a power in a range from about 300 watts to about 1000
watts, with an etching bias in range from about 50 volts to
about 500 volts, with a plasma flow including from about 10
sccm to about 100 scem of CF,, and about 10 sccm to about
50 scem of CHLF,.

7. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

forming a first etch stop layer on the first gate electrode

layer, the first hard mask layer being formed on the first
etch stop layer; and

etching the first etch stop layer using the etched first hard

mask layer as a mask.

8. The method of claim 7 wherein, the first gate electrode
layer comprises polysilicon, the first etch stop layer com-
prises silicon nitride, and the first hard mask layer comprises
a silicon oxide.

9. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

removing the first hard mask layer;

forming gate spacers on opposite sides of the first gate

electrode;

forming source/drain regions in the substrate, the first gate

electrode being laterally between the source/drain
regions;

removing the first gate electrode to expose a channel region

in the substrate; and

forming an second gate electrode over the channel region.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the substrate comprises
a semiconductor fin.

11. A method comprising:

forming a semiconductor fin over a substrate, the semicon-

ductor fin extending from a top surface of the substrate;
forming a dummy gate dielectric layer on the semiconduc-
tor fin;

forming a dummy gate electrode layer on the dummy gate

dielectric layer;

forming a first hard mask layer over the dummy gate elec-

trode layer;

etching the first hard mask layer; and

etching the dummy gate electrode layer to form a dummy

gate electrode, wherein after the etching the dummy gate
electrode, the etched first hard mask layer has a vertical
sidewall of a first height, the first height being in a range
from about 25% to about 50% of a height of the dummy
gate electrode.

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

removing the etched first hard mask layer to expose a top

surface of the dummy gate electrode, the exposed top
surface of the dummy gate electrode having a top surface
parallel to a top surface of the semiconductor fin.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein after the removing the
etched first hard mask layer, the dummy gate electrode has a
sidewall orthogonal to the top surface of the dummy gate
electrode.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the first height isina
range from about 200 A to about 400 A.

15. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

forming gate spacers on opposite sides of the dummy gate

electrode;

forming source/drain regions in the semiconductor fin, the

dummy gate electrode being laterally between the
source/drain regions;

conformally depositing an etch stop layer over the gate

spacers, the dummy gate electrode, and the semiconduc-
tor fin;

forming an interlayer dielectric on the etch stop layer;
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planarizing the interlayer dielectric and the etch stop layer
to expose the top surface of the dummy gate electrode;
and

replacing the dummy gate electrode with an active gate
electrode.

16. A method comprising:

forming a dummy gate dielectric layer on a semiconductor
fin, the semiconductor fin extending from a substrate;

forming a dummy gate electrode layer on the dummy gate
dielectric layer, the dummy gate electrode layer having a
first height;

patterning a hard mask layer over the dummy gate elec-
trode layer; and

patterning the dummy gate electrode layer and dummy
gate dielectric layer using the patterned hard mask layer
as a mask to form a plurality of dummy gate electrodes
over the semiconductor fin, wherein after the patterning
the dummy gate electrode layer and dummy gate dielec-
tric layer, the patterned hard mask layer has a sidewall of
a second height, the second height being from about
25% to about 50% of the first height, the sidewall being
orthogonal to a top surface of the semiconductor fin.
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17. The method of claim 16 further comprising:

forming gate spacers on opposites sides of the plurality of

dummy gate electrodes;

forming source/drain regions in the semiconductor fin, the

source/drain regions being between adjacent pairs of the
dummy gate electrodes;

conformally depositing an etch stop layer over the plurality

of dummy gate electrodes and respective gate spacers;
forming an interlayer dielectric on the etch stop layer;
removing the plurality of dummy gate electrodes and the
dummy gate dielectric layers; and
forming a plurality of active gate electrodes in openings
formed by the removal of the plurality of dummy gate
electrodes.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the plurality of
dummy gate electrodes have sidewalls orthogonal to the top
surface of the semiconductor fin and top surfaces parallel to
the top surface of the semiconductor fin.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein the second height is in
a range from about 200 A to about 400 A.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein the patterning the
dummy gate electrode and dummy gate dielectric layer fur-
ther comprises performing an etch process with an over-etch
time from about 10% to about 50%.
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